[bookmark: _GoBack]A mutual friend put us in touch with Rich during our brief visit to California.  Rich drove an hour to our hotel, arriving at 7:30 a.m., and off we went to a state park where he knew the spots we would see good birds – at least from the perspective of two Easterners.  Without him, my husband and I would have seen a fair number of birds, but, in more than a few cases, would not have known what we were seeing  or hearing.  When we suggested we’d like to see some water birds as well, Rich knew where to go.  We had a very successful day with Rich returning us to our hotel.  Because we were unfamiliar with the area, my husband and I would have not known where the best birding spots were – plus we would have had to deal with unfamiliar roads, despite our GPS.  Rich made our very birdy day enjoyable and stress free.  Thank you, Rich.
